
INSTRUCTIONS FOR SENDING PLANTS FOR
IDENTIFICATION,

During the past two years a number of specimens of cover plants
and weeds has been sent to the Institute for identification and advice,
but it has happened fairly frequently that the specimens have been
in poor condition, or not sufficient to allow of complete identification.

The following; instructions are given therefore to prevent dis-
appointment to the sender, and to avoid waste of time in unsatisfactory
attempts at identification.

The classification of plants depends in the first place on differences
in their reproductive systems, while differences in vegetative charac-
ters—leaf shape, etc. are involved only in the separation of closely
allied species. It is essential then that specimens for identification
should be complete plants or, if these are too large, should be repre-
sentative of all parts of the plant.

FLOWERING PLANTS.

Specimens of flowering plants should include leaves, stem, flowers,
and mature fruits whenever possible. Often a little search will reveal
these, even out of the general flowering season. A note should be
made of the colour of the living flower as this often fades badly
during transit to the Institute.

FERNS AND THEIR ALLIES..

Specimens of ferns should be complete fronds, including the base
of tin1 stalk, in the reproductive stage, if possible. With a little
trouble it is usually possible to find a few plants bearing sporangia—
in brown lines or spots—generally, on the under surface of the leaves,
but sometimes, as in stag mosses, etc., on special leaves or specially
developed parts of the ordinary shoots, usually towards the tips, and
these parts should be included.

Where advice is sought on the suitability of naturally occurring
plants for use as covers it is important to include the root system
as well, or to make a note of its character, whether shallow or deep,
and so on. The conditions under which the plant is growing should
also be mentioned—in a new clearing, on flat land, in a swampy
area, on peaty soil, etc.

Plants should be packed and despatched immediately after collec-
tion. They may be placed between sheets of non glazed paper such as
blotting-or newspaper rolled up or kept flat by a piece of cardboard.
Ripe fruits should be wrapped to avoid loss of seeds on drying.
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The packet must be add|a|':|ed to the Director, Rubber
Institute of Malaya, and to av8id confusion arid delay should bear
the «ame of the estate of origin—especially where the covering letter
is sent separately.

L.E.M.


